
 
 

 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1427 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 19/12/2018 

 

NEUTRINO OBSERVATORY 
 

1427.   Adv. Joice George: 
            Shri R. Parthipan:    
          
 

Will the Prime Minister be please to state: 
 
 

a) whether the Government is progressing with the India based Neutrino 
Observatory (INO) at Pottippuram and if so, the details thereof; 

 

b) whether any Court interventions are impeding the progress of the project and if 
so, the details thereof; 

 

c) whether the Green Tribunal has also interfered in the project and if so, the 
details thereof; 

 

d) whether the Government has received any complaints from the residents of the 
nearby areas against the INO and if so,  the details thereof; and 
 

 

e) whether there is any radiation, structural damage to the mountain or emission 
of hazardous chemicals risk in INO and if so, the details thereof? 

 

 
ANSWER 

 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND 
PENSIONS AND IN THE PMO (DR. JITENDRA SINGH): 

 
(a) Yes, Sir. Environmental Clearance has been obtained on 27.03.2018. India 

based Neutrino Observatory (INO) has applied for Wildlife Clearance to the 
Govt. of Tamil Nadu in early 2018, as also building clearances for the Inter 
Institutional Centre for High Energy Physics (ICHEP), Madurai and INO, 
Pottipuram sites. Clearance from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board 
(PCB) has to be applied after obtaining above clearances. 
 

(b) Yes, Sir. The Madurai bench of the Hon’ble Madras High Court had in its 
order of March 2015 said that no scientific work can start at the underground 
site before getting clearance from the Tamil Nadu PCB. On the other hand the 
Environmental Clearance obtained from Ministry of Environment, Forest & 
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) in March 2018 was challenged in the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) and has been upheld.  
 

(c)  No, Sir. 
 

(d) There have been some complaints regarding access to a temple and grazing 
for cattle from the residents of nearby villages. INO authorities have taken up 
outreach programme in the matter. 

 

(e) No, Sir. 
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